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‘Human bridge’ hero tells of his new view on life

THE WIFE of the “human bridge" hero of
the Zeebrugge ferry disaster disclosed
yesterday that she had recently contem-
plated suicide because of the guilt of living
when so many had die

As Mrs Eleanor Parker talked about her
feelings over that tragic day last March, her
husband. Andrew, said he would wear his
George Medal for hunself “and for all those
who showed such courage that night"

The 6ft. 3in. bank official used his body to
span two metal barriers and allow at least 22
engers to walk across him towards
safety. Mr Parker, Eleanor and their daugh-
ter Janice. then 12, survived.

The couple said in an interview with the

pa

Press that the vivid of
the ferry disaster in which 188 were killed
had a daily influence on everything they did.

Mr Parker (33) now valued every minute of
his life and re: how trivial some of the
goals he once treasured really were.

Mrs Parker, born in the Philippines, said
she and her husband would use the New
Year w prepare for March 6, 1988, the first

rsary of the disaster — it would be

Ilke awendmg a funeral”.

She said: "It is difficult to understand, but
we always feel guilty about being alive.
‘There was one time this year when I con-
templated suicide. I know that is hard for
anyone outside to understand.”

Mr and Mrs Parker were speaking after
returning from holiday with Janice to their
home in Herne Hill, South-east London.

Mr Parker said he felt humble about re-
ceiving the award and was embarrassed
about the publicity. “I can only really say
that on that night there were lots of acts of
bravery, and perhaps mine is a representa-
tive medal.

“I still feel I've been singled out in a way,
perhaps unfairly — mey all deserve recogni-
tion as far as possible.

A ucond George Medal goes posthu-

mously Mr Michael Skippen (30), the
!errys head waiter, who died rescuing
others.

His wife, Lynda, described the medal as
“the happiest moment of my life since the
accident”. She said the award “shows he was

hero"

Michael was not an out-and-out seaman,
his mother, Mrs Judy Powell, said. He went
to sea for a time after leaving school, then
Jjoined the police, grew restless and went on

work for a ture compnny before
working for Townsend Thore:

“‘He was getting restless agasn and felt like
looking for a new job. I only wish he had now.

‘The two men are among 31 recipients of
awards in connection with the ferry disaster
— 13 of them going in an honorary capacity
to Belgian citizens. There are 14 awards for
gallantry and 17 for “meritorious service".

Department of Transport officials pieced
together eyewitness evidence to decide
whose bravery should be recognised As well
as the two George Medals there are 10
Queen's Gallantry Medals and two Quecn's
Commendations for brave conduct

‘The 17 meritorious conduct awards include
one KBE: two 0BEs — one to a Belgian. 10
MBEs — five to Belgians: one BEM: and
three Awards of Plate — two to Belgians.

The rare Secretary of State's Award of
Plate dates from the mid-19th Century in
recognition of saving life at sea. The recipi-
ent selects a suitable memento, such as a
nautical barometer, which is then inscribed
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By JON HIBBS

THE Government
were last night con-
sidenng tough repri
Is against the media
after premature dis-
closure by the “Sun
newspaper of awards
in the Queen’s New
Year's Honours List.
‘The Prime Minister
was reported to be
furious” that the stnet
embargo on the news had
been broken
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Mr GORDON

CHAIRMAN and mana
rector of whisky
duuuers Willlam Grant
Sons, Mr Sandy
Grant Gardon becomes a
CBE for his services 1
the industry
Mr Grant Gordon (571
is the Ereat-grandson of
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wst-lube baby pioneers 1968 and in
Prof Robert Fdwards @ppointed company

chairman

and Mr Patnick Steptoe
SEihmide e Mr Gordon serves on
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Mr Stephen Mouat (53),
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Margaret's Hope,
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of Uniroyal Engelbert
Tyres.

Now, the father of two
grown-up hters
off to the US to be vice-
president of another
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General but

retain his home at Lairg,
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Mr DAVID McCALL

ABERDONIAN Mr
David McCall, the chief
executive of Anglia
Television and a prom
nent figure within ITV for
many years, has become

Mr McCall (52) was
born at Cults and
educated at Robert
Gordon's College. Aber-
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THE former director of Aberdeen’s Macaulay
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THE MAN In charge of
Scotland's tleet of
fishery protection
vessels, Capt. David
Corse, of Edinburgh, Is
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the Department of
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Empire is Mr James pamily at Balmoral is
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D een. steviee, "oyalVictoran Orcer
latterly as governor of _ Dr Peter Crawford (62).
the Castle Huntly Young ~ etired last month from
Offenders' Institution, Nis one-man practice
ok serving Ballater and
years
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the Scottish Prison Ser-
Lhoe akan om cer in 1948

Apothecary to the Royal
Household at Balmoral

rvice in the for the past five years.
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Cotton leaves the Government ‘bunkered’
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Yes Prime
Anthony J
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sward also reflects his
public service carert

ame airman of the
brated its centenary in  Independent Television
1987 Companies Assoctation
IMMEDIATE past president of the Law
Society of Scotland. Mr John McNeil becomes a
CBE. Mr McNeil, who is a partner in the firm of
Morton, Fraser and Milligan in Edinburgh,
served in the post for a year until May. He is
ane of the longest-serving members on the
sovieiy's council and  also served on  the
Warnuek Committee which reported on the
implications of alternative methods of child-
hirth.

EDINBU R(-n
jynaecolog

run\\manl obstetrician and

ohn Loudon, who was at one.
U 1 lPrlurvr .n Aberdeen and Dundee Uni-
versities, receives the OBE Loudon (63),
who retired recently from the Eastern General
in Edinburgh. has held a wide number of posts
including that of adviser in family welfare to
the Government of Malta.

THE HONOURS list has thrown up an unpre-
cedented protocol problem with the award of a
knighthood to golfing legend Henry Cotton who
died last week.

1 i stll unclear whether the three-time Open
winner will be known as the late Sir Henry

honoured with an MBE as are former England
atsman Dennis Amiss; veteran West Ham
Jootballer Billy Bonds. rower Andy Holmes and
shot-putter Judy Oakes
Chairman of the All England lawn Tennis and
Croguet. Club at Wimbel %

Cotton as the G
can be found for knighthoods betng conferred in
similar circumstances.

DESIGNED

The 80-year-old maestro. who was buried on
Boxing Day, won the Open championship
1931, 1934 and 1948 in a glorious career which
began when he became the first public school-
boy to become a patd golfer

In 1960 he designed the famous Penina golf
course in Portugal, where he spent most of his
later years.

The reigning Open champton Nick Faldo is
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COMMONWEALTH

Ivor Mitchell (OBE) and Dinah Cadogan
(MBE) are honoured for services (o sport for the
disabled.

New Zealand rugby union star David Kirk
(MBE) is the top Commonwealth sportsman to
be honoured.
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